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.. Resonate! Yemen

Learn. Engage. Contribute.

Resonate! Yemen is an excited group of Yemen's youth
participating in causing a maximum effect in the probability
of absorption of their thoughts and ideas nationally and
internationally.

Resonate! initiative to contribute to building sustainable
policies in Yemen that take into consideration the input of
Yemeni youth as major stakeholders in policy design and
implementation.

Sana'a, Yemen (Hadda St. Al-Misbahi Inter-
section) P.O. box: 16155

Office Tel: +967-1- 454 416

Fax: +967-1- 454 417

E-mail:  info@resonateyemen.org
Website: resonateyemen.org

. PROJECT
ON MIDDLE EAST
DEMOCRACY

The Project on the Middle East Democracy (POMED) is a
non-partisan, non-profit organization dedicated to the study
of how to enable real democracies in the Middle East and
enable the United States in supporting this process to the
best.

Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED)
1611 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 300 Wash-
ington, DC 20009

Tel.: +1202-828-9660

Website: www.pomed.org
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Youth and Parliament in Yemen

6. The participation in community activities is a good opportunity to break the
barriers, bring points of views together and create atmospheres for accepting
the other, which will result in the creation of effective initiatives.

7. The formation of a legislative system, which stipulates the rights of youth, their
empowerment and participation in decision-making centers and the assurance
to develop the educational curricula, is an essential element to nurture and
enrich the political life in Yemen through family, schools, and universities.
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Youth and Parliament in Yemen

2.

3.

4.

To focus, when preparing programs and projects, on studies that reflect the real
requirements and needs of the society and to consider the outputs that will
have sustainable impact.

To support community development and voluntary organizations led by youth
and provide flexible support to small and creative projects run by youth.

To develop a fair and more accurate mechanism for selecting targeted groups
and to focus on supporting youth in the countryside and rural areas.

THIRD: TO YOUTH

The youth play a highly important role in Yemen and they gained the society's trust
to perform such role. Hence, the youth should impose their presence and interact on
a higher level with all the community components of the surrounding environment
and build bridges of trust with various parties in order to open more doors for effective
participation in the social and political life. Some recommendations are presented
below to the youth on the steps that may be taken to improve their participation:

1.

It is important for the youth to recognize that there are various and open
political options with different means and this is the most proper approach to
solve allissues and disputes away from the approach of arms and violence which
always results in an exhausted environment that accepts armed groups only to
control political process and impose compulsory presence and representations
on people.

To concentrate on self-empowerment and development in order to be able
to perform the roles assigned responsibly and competently, which will
consequently increase the society’s trust in the youth.

The youth have to focus on working within organized groups and building
alliances to express themselves in a better manner with the necessity to take
benefit from previous experiences in the field and try to engage in political
parties and organizations which match their contentment.

To rationalize arguments, Provide constructive criticism and stay in touch
with Yemen' realties. All these steps are important in order to introduce a
professional attitude and be more acceptable in the political arena and public
organizations.

Theyouth haveanimportantrolein promoting the tolerance and co-livingvalues
and they have to work in peace-building projects to contribute to easement
of current acute conflict through various media outlets or other community
activities.




Youth and Parliament in Yemen

RECOMMENDATIONS:
FIRST: TO POLITICAL PARTIES

One of the main mechanisms to activate political participation in the society is
achieved through political parties, which play a big role in developing the values
and processes to organize their members and empower them to contribute to the
successful formation of public policies in their homeland.

If there are channels through which the governmental policies are assessed and
alternate ones are provided, they should be through the framework of political parties.
Therefore, some recommendations are presented below to leaderships of the political
parties in Yemen:

1. To support the youth’ political participation by reviewing the policies and
regulations of their parties to allow a fair allocation of specific seats for youth
leaders in the parties’ organizational structures.

2. To organize general conferences and internal elections on regular basis.
3. To support the development of strong youth wings within each party.

4. To design capacity-building programs customized to enable the youth to
understand political processes, express their requirements and adhere to their
recommendations on such requirements.

5. To provide vocational training and capacity-building programs to assist the
youth in making real progress in their careers and overcome financial obstacles
which may affect their focus and commitment in their political activities.

6. To use an appropriate means of communication to address the youth such as
social media, which is one of the preferred channels by youth in the current
time.

SECOND: TO INTERNATIONAL AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

The civil society is one of the main mechanisms for activating political participation
and it has become an important platform to develop young leaders; as it is also an
appropriate channel for individuals and groups to express themselves. The civil society
can form a legal frame under which the youth may practice political and social roles
which are highly important at different levels. In this context, the recommendations
presented to civil society are as follows:

1. To promote the youth' capacity-building programs and political empowerment
and encourage them to participate effectively in civil society and political
organizations.




Youth and Parliament in Yemen

transition period through their acute disputes with the hope of extending their roles.
This argument was reiterated in the discussions held with youth in preparation for this

paper.

IMPLICATIONS OF ARMED CONFLICTS ON ROLE OF YOUTH

The ongoing armed conflict weakens the development of opportunities for youth’
political participation because violence attracts its supporters on sectarian and
regional basis, and mainly from the youth. This issue makes youth devalue the proper
and peaceful political approaches. The temptation of arms, authority and ability to
reach leadership levels and make decisions within the increasingly extended armed
groups in Yemen are among the challenges which prevent youth from returning to
classical political activities.

Generally speaking, the war environment limits the capacity and scope of peaceful
political tools and helps srengthen the role of armed groups and violence on the
ground. The consequences of related repression against public and personal freedoms
also limit the options for youth and do not help open any path except for the possible
engagement in the spiral of violence which is usually fueled by young followers in
conflict areas.

In the current situation, a big number of youth tend to participate in voluntary
initiatives in various social and development areas such as relief, rescue and shelter
centers of displaced and affected families. These are important roles but have no
direct influence on the youth engagement in the political process which can enable
them to contribute in ending the conflict and resolving its effects.
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since it has been an important medium to raise their political awareness through the
provision of programs that contribute to the enhancement of their presence and build
their capapcity despite some disagreements provided by some young people during
the discussions for this paper. The most important highlight was that the programs
provided do not meet the youth' requirements to surpass their limited knowledge.
These programs generally do not concentrate on sustainable outputs and they are
always restricted to some activists who are present in all of these programs. There are
no clear and transparent process and tools to select the beneficiaries. In this regard,
the work of civil society on youth has to go through a serious review and assessment,
especially for the programs provided in the last period. This review is important in
order to develop the necessary tools for these programs and improve the quality of
their outputs with the aim to maintain trust of youth in the work of the civil society,
which will ultimately contribute to the promotion of their political presence and
support their political engagement, which is actually weak in the cities but almost
nonexistent in the countryside in Yemen.

The support provided to youth by the civil society over two years after the 2011
events was important in terms of its focus on extensive political capacity. But, the
absence of coordination between the sponsors and local organizations created gaps
which affected the significance of these programs and weakened their abilities to
reach a higher number of beneficiaries.

Furthermore, the Government’s inability to meet the requirements of youth is
another obstacle. Its role was limited to the provision of a strategy developed earlier
by the Ministry of Youth & Sports for the years 2006-2015 and its implementation was
suspended due to lack of funding. The strategy itself needs a review in order to cover
the new changes created by various events since 2011 until now.

SELF-IMPOSED CONSTRAINTS

In the 2011 events, the lack of organization and the absence of clear objectives
were the major challenges faced by youth. The biggest obstacle was their need to
define specific and clear objectives. Their lack of expertise along with the different
affiliation of many activists to various political trends inside each group restrained the
integration of their work and led to the absence of partnership spirit. Also, the youth’
lack of technical skills and shortage of financial resources made some of them look at
political participation as a useless luxury.

In addition to the above, it seems that the youth have a perception or alack of trust
in the Government'’s organizations or their leaders since these organizations/leaders
do not respect democratic practices and that they are always attempting extend the
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in a political settlement that didn’t reflect the expectations and hopes of many youth
groups in the Change Squares.

However, the changes to Yemen's political scene contributed to recognizing
the youth as a new player in the Yemeni political equation. The National Dialogue
Conference was an ideal platform to achieve higher recognition of youth’ participation
and hear their voice because they had a fixed number of seats in the conference. There
were certain quotas dedicated for youth among the political parties’ representatives
alongwith 40 other seatsallocated forindependentyouthinthisimportant conference
destined to design the future of Yemen.

All the above facts were significant but the weak organization of youth who
participatedin the dialogue and theirinability to communicate ajoint view and position
towards the mainissues in the dialogue weakened, to some extent, the reward of their
participation. However, the overall assessment was satisfactory as the participationin
the dialogue was looked at as a preliminary opportunity to engage them in the political
process. Additionally, the National Dialogue Conference Document emphasized the
youth’ good political participation but it did not give clear steps and tools for future
implementation.

YOUTH GENERAL CHALLENGES

There are many constraints that hinder youth political participation including
the political parties themselves, which are supposed to be an effective institutional
mechanism that guarantees youth engagement and participation. Given the lack of
public trust in them, however, political parties are unable to play this role. They failed
in gaining the young people trust. Political parties in Yemen are usually controlled by a
limited number of elites inside each party.The parties’ organizational systems do not
promote youth to decision-making levels. The mere existence of parties and multi-
party system do not ensure the realization of youth’ political participation. Besides,
the geographical scope of new parties founded during the last two years was limited
to the capital city (Sana’a) and the representation was restricted to a small number of
activists. Thus, these new parties were not able to produce real political programs to
cover the requirements of real political actions.

The above factors make youth disinterested in joining political parties and lead
them to explore other new effective ways to be publicly active, such as organizing
and leading protests and demonstrations. In other cases, armed groups - including
terrorist groups - may present themselves as alternate political hosts for young
people.

On the other side, the Civil Society helps promote the youth' political participation
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In the process of writing this paper: meetings, interviews and discussions were held
with representatives from the public authorities (Ministry of Youth, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Executive Bureau for Acceleration of Aid Absorption and Support
for Policy Reforms) as well as with a number of workers in local and international
organizations interested in youth political participation. Additionally, focus group
discussions were organized with various groups of young people from Yemen. Finally,
a desk review of the results of the first national survey on youth issued by the Yemeni
Youth Observatory under the supervision of the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) as well as other pertinent reports and studies was conducted to support the
arguments in this paper.

This policy paper is issued by Resonate! Yemen under the Writing Policy Papers
Project sponsored by the Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED).

STATUS OF YOUTH POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Opportunities for youth to participate in politics expanded in 2011 along with the
wider increase of public engagement in politics as a result of the 2011 events, known
as the Youth Revolution. Young people had a prominent role in creating the 2011 social
movement. They participated extensively in the protests and sit-ins which helped raise
the political awareness of their civil and political rights. This significant change led
all political parties to attempt to contain youth and interfere with their movement,
which coincided with an increased demand for their representation in all dialogues
and components of the political transitional process.

The growing hope amongst youth to secure better future participation in the
political arena coincided with hard efforts by political parties to control and contain
young people to their sides. The conflict of interests, and these activities spread
disappointment among Yemeni young people and restrained their opportunities to
engage more effectively in the political scene in Yemen.

In addition, it seems that the political developments which resulted from the 2011
events and the signing of the GCC Initiative by major political parties, i.e.Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP)and General People’s Congress (GPC), and their allies have undermined the
political role of the youth. The initiative ignored the demands of the young protesters
who were excluded from the negotiations which were organized under regional and
international supervision. It, therefore, reproduced the roles of traditional political
powers. It could be argued that the youth movement was spontaneous and it lacked
leadership and organizational structure so it was difficult to be represented fairly in
the negotiation process. This setup provided an excuse for other powers to exclude
young people from playing an active role in the negotiations and ultimately resulted
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INTRODUCTION

The participation of youth in the 2011 events created
high confidence in their ability and capacity to participate in
politics. It also showed how interested and concerned youth
are about political and social issues. In addition, Yemeni
youth have demonstrated high interest in surpassing
the challenges emerged in the post-2011 period. The 2011
movement led by youth contributed to their positioning
in the political arena in Yemen as new effective politicians
with the capability and right to be engaged in the political
process. Furthermore, youth drew the attention of local
& international decision-makers, political parties and civil
society to the importance of such participation. Therefore,
the period that followed the 2011 events created inspirations
that the youth would continue playing an active political
role in Yemen'’s daily life.

Nevertheless, the political elite quota system established
by the GCC Initiative introduced a new and complicated
political playfield through which the traditional powers
were able to reproduce themselves at the expense of the
emerging powers including youth. Such complications in
the political scene resulted in many challenges for young
people which affected the level of their participation. It also
contributed to the aggravation of the crisis which turned
into an armed conflict with accelerated changes that have
not been fully revealed yet.

This paper presents a brief review of the youth political
participation experience since 2011 and introduces an
analysis of the political environment in view of the rising
armed conflict in Yemen and its implications along with
other challenges and constraints countered by youth and
hindering their effective participation in the political process
in the country. It also explores potential and available
opportunities to produce political roles that may enhance
their level of participation.
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